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INTRODUCTION

Background

Hydrock has been commissioned by Wynne
Construction to prepare this School Travel Plan
(STP) to accompany a planning application for
the proposed new educational development
adjacent to Maerdy Industrial Estate.

This TP has been prepared in conjunction with a
Transport Assessment (TA) which is submitted
as a separate document [23174-HYD-XX-XX-RP-
TP-5001].

The TP has considered guidance within the
Planning Policy Wales (PPW) in relation to
Travel Plans as well as Technical Advice Note
18: Transport (TAN18), and Rhondda Cynon Taf
County Borough Council (RCRCTCBC)
Supplementary Planning Guidance.

This TP has been prepared with the
involvement of the end occupier and provides a
firm commitment to delivering the measures
and initiatives outlined within this document,
and the Travel Plan will be developed further
throughout the monitoring period.

Aims and Objectives of the Plan

This TP is part of a long-term management
strategy which includes a package of measures
that will aim to promote more sustainable
travel choices and reduce reliance on the
private car.

This overarching aim will be achieved by
completing the following objectives:

e Minimise single occupancy car travel to and
from the development.

e |ncrease the attractiveness of alternative,
more sustainable modes of travel to and
from the developments.

e Create a structured framework to monitor
and develop the travel behaviours of those
travelling to and from the development.

1.3

13.1

13.2

133

Travel Plan Coordinator

RCRCTCBC is responsible for determining the
application, and thereafter the management of
the Travel Plan will be through the Travel Plan
Coordinator (TPC).

The TPC details will be provided to RCRCTCBC;
any correspondence associated with the TP
should be sent to Hydrock in the first instance,
via email (travelplancoordinator@hydrock.com)
or post:

Hydrock Consultants Ltd
Third Floor

Wharton Place

13 Wharton Street Cardiff
CF10 1GS
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TRAVEL PLAN MANAGEMENT

Management

The success of the Travel Plan will be
dependent upon buy-in from the occupants of
the school, and the processes put in place to
support, implement and develop the measures
outlined.

A TPC will be appointed at the earliest
opportunity and will manage the administration
of the Travel Plan.

The TPC role will be appointed at least three
months prior to the occupation of the
development so that the TPC can be fully
briefed on their role. This will allow the TPC to
have sufficient time to gather information and
prepare this in an appropriate format
(induction pack, notice boards etc) ready to be
disseminated to staff from day one of
occupying the new building.

The nominated Travel Plan Coordinator (TPC)
plays a vital role in the success of the Travel
Plan and is responsible for the day-to-day
management, co-ordination, promotion and
implementation of the Travel Plan. The TPC will
also be a point of contact for RCTCBC, and for
any occupants who have queries about their
travel.

The TPC Role

The TPC will promote the benefits of travel
planning as a positive step towards a healthy
and more sustainable lifestyle.

The TPC will be the first point of contact for
matters regarding travel to the site.

The main responsibilities of the TPC will be:

e Overseeing the development and
implementation of the TP;

e Promoting and marketing the objectives
and benefits of Travel Planning;

2.3

231

2.3.2
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e Provide every member of staff with a Travel
Information Pack (TIP) as well as up-to-date
travel and transport information;

e Act as point of contact for staff and parents
requiring information;

e Potentially organise the formation of a staff
travel forum;

e Undertake travel surveys to monitor the
effectiveness of Travel Plan measures;

e Liaise with officers at RCTCBC; and

e Provide annual reports giving updates on
the Travel Plan, its measures and its
effectiveness.

Marketing and Communications Strategy

The marketing and communication strategies
are expected to include the following elements:

e Travel Information Packs — for staff;

e Noticeboard provision within communal
areas;

e Travel Information on Website - detailing
sustainable travel information; and

e Periodic newsletters with travel
information.

The central and sustainable location of the site
means that information relating to travel
options to the site will form a key element of
the information provision for staff.


mailto:travelplancoordinator@hydrock.com

.
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3. SITE DESCRIPT'ON Figure 3-1: Site Location Plan

3.1 Site Location and Existing Use

3.1.1 Thesite is situated on the eastern edge of
Maerdy Industrial Estate, located between the
village of Maerdy and Ferndale town in the
Rhondda Valley, county borough of Rhondda
Cynon Taf, Wales.

3.1.2 Thesite is located to the north of the A4233
Ffaldau Terrace and to the east of existing
industrial units. The location of the site in its
local context is shown in Figure 3-1.

3.1.3 Thesite is located between the village of
Maerdy and Ferndale town. The site is vacant
and comprised of an unused industrial unit and
associated car park; the building was
demolished in April 2022 and the land cleared.

3.2 Existing access

3.2.1 Vehicular access is provided from the industrial
estate road which forms an existing access with
the A4233.

3.2.2 Pedestrians can access the site via the industrial
estate access road where there are existing
footways connecting to the site.
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SITE ACCESSIBILITY AND CONNECTIVITY BY NON-CAR 4.3.2
MODES

Introduction

This chapter sets out the connectivity of the site to the surrounding
area by sustainable modes of travel and demonstrates the accessible
location of the site.

Pedestrian Connectivity

Although now superseded by CD143, TA91/05 does provide useful
guidance on likely walking and cycling distances. Paragraph 2.3 of
TA91/05 Provision for Non-Motorised Users states that “Walking is
used to access a wide variety of destinations including educational
facilities, shops, and places of work, normally within a range of up to
2 miles’ (3.2km). Paragraph 2.2 of TA91/05 states that 2 miles is ‘a
distance that could easily be walked by the majority of people” and
(at paragraph 2.3) that ‘Walking and rambling can also be
undertaken as a leisure activity, often over longer distances’. In
relation to shorter trips in particular, the CIHT publication Planning
for Walking (section 2.1) states that across Britain about ‘80% of
journeys shorter than 1 mile are made wholly on foot’.

Within the CIHT publication ‘Providing for Journeys on Foot” (CIHT
2000) it suggests that the preferred maximum walking distance to
school is 2km, with the acceptable distance being 1km and the
desirable distance being 500 metres.

The site has good accessibility by walking to the surrounding
residential areas of Maerdy and Ferndale via appropriate routes.
This will encourage parents and children, and teachers of the school,
who live within this area to walk to reduce their reliance on the
private car. Hydrock undertook a walking audit on 7" April 2022; the
main routes to and from the school have been assessed in detail
which is included within the Transport Assessment.

Cycle Connectivity 433

TA91/05 states in paragraph 2.11 that ‘Cycling is used for accessing a

variety of different destinations, including educational facilities and

places of work, up to a range of around 5 miles (8km). Cycling is also

undertaken as a leisure activity, often over much longer distances.’

Paragraph 2.9 also states that 5 miles (c.8km) is a distance ‘that

could easily be cycled by the majority of people’. This is consistent

with the statement LTN1/20 Cycle Infrastructure Design (in 434
paragraph 2.2.2) that ‘Two out of every three personal trips are less

than five miles in length —an achievable distance to cycle for most

people’.

Although TAN18 suggests 8km as the cycling threshold distance,
cycling journeys are more likely to be up to 5km. A cycling journey of
8km would equate to approximately a 25-minute trip. It is
recognised it is unlikely that accompanied pupils would cycle from
8km, but this could be acceptable and appropriate for some staff.

Figure 4-1: Local Cycle Network

National Cycle Network (NCN) Route 47 is a mainly inland route
starting at Newport and finishing at Fishguard passing through
Neath and Carmarthen. Route 881 of the NCN branches south from
Route 47 by the Lluest-Wen Reservoir and continues into the valleys
past Porth and on to Pontypridd. NCN Route 881 can be accessed via
the Industrial Estate access road through land that is open to the
northwest of the site.

The site has good accessibility by cycling via appropriate routes. This
will encourage staff who live within these areas to cycle and reduce
reliance on the private car.

RS

.f%/ ‘
anwonno
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4.4 Scooting

4.4.1 The site has good accessibility by walking, 4.5.8
scooting and cycling via appropriate routes.
This will encourage users who live within these
areas to walk, cycle or scoot and thereby
reduce reliance on the private car.

4.5 Accessibility by Public Transport

459
School Transport

4.5.1 The Council has a statutory duty to provide free
school transport for pupils of statutory school
age who reside beyond walking distance to the
nearest appropriate school, in accordance with 46
‘The Learner Travel (Wales) Measure 2008’.
Pupils who are eligible for free learner 46.1
transport are able to apply to the Council’s
School Transport Team.

4.5.2  Local Authorities requirements for providing
free transport to schools begins at two miles
for pupils under eight and three miles for pupils 4.6.2
eight or older.

4.5.3  Local Authorities do not provide transport for
nursery aged children.

463
Bus

4.5.4 The closest bus stops are located on the A4233
(Cemetery and Highfield stops). The Cemetery
stops are located approximately 26m
northwest of the Industrial Estate access and
the Highfield stops approximately 40m
northwest of the proposed pedestrian 464
connection into site.

455 Busservices 124,131, 132 gold and 172 serve
these stops providing accessibility to the
surrounding areas of Maerdy and Ferndale, and
Porth, Cardiff, Bridgend and Ynysmaerdy.

4.5.6 Service 124 provides an hourly service, 131 two
daily services, 132 provides a service every 20
minutes, and 172 provides an hourly service.

4.5.7 The times of these services do provide some
opportunity for staff.
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Rail Services

The closest train station accessed via
sustainable modes is Porth Rail Station which is
approximately a 28-minute cycle via NCN Route
881 or the A4233. Porth railway station serves
the town of Porth in Rhondda Cynon Taf,
Wales. It is located on the Rhondda Line.

The station provides services to Treherbet
every 30 minutes and Cardiff Central every 30
minutes. The train to Cardiff stops at
destinations such as Trehafod, Pontypridd and
Trefforest.

Summary

The site benefits from connections to
established walking and cycling routes
connecting to surrounding residential areas
which are within suitable walking and cycling
distances.

There are bus services within the vicinity of the
site which provide access to residential areas
and these services provide an alternative to
travelling via private car.

Additionally, there are good train links routing
to numerous locations including Treherbet,
Cardiff, Trehafod, Pontypridd and Trefforest.
Train therefore provides an alternative travel
option for staff. However, it is likely to attract a
minimal level of use associated with the school.

There is a realistic potential for trips to and
from the school to be made via non-car modes.
This will mainly relate to pedestrian movements
for pupils and staff living within appropriate
distances of the site.

Hydrock
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6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

6.1.4

6.2

6.2.1

6.2.2

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS

Overview

The development proposals consist of a new Welsh Medium Primary School building to replace the existing
Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Llyn Y Forwyn located in Ferndale. The proposed new school will accommodate up to
240 pupils, with a Meithrin/Nursery facility for circa 30 pupils. The proposed development is situated on the
eastern edge of Maerdy Industrial Estate, located between the village of Maerdy and Ferndale town.

The development will comprise of a new building an access connecting to the Industrial Estate access road, a
new pedestrian access into site from the A4233, parking and associated hard and soft landscaping.

The proposed site layout is attached as Appendix A.
Site Access Arrangements

The proposals seek to maintain the existing access onto the A4233; the site will be accessed via the Industrial
Estate access road which will continue at its eastern extent into the site to form part of the clockwise gyratory.

Servicing Access

Servicing of the site will take place on-site and will be scheduled to be carried out outside of school pick-
up/drop-off times.

Cycle Parking

The proposals will provide a minimum of 24 bicycle parking spaces in line with the guidance as well as 12
scooter parking spaces. The bicycle stands will be provided within close proximity to the main school entrance
sto prioritise access to the school for cyclists.

TRAVEL PLAN MEASURES

Introduction

A wide range of measures and actions will be implemented to encourage walking, cycling, public transport use
and car sharing in accordance with national and local policies.

All Travel Plans should include measures appropriate and proportional to the size and impact of the proposed
development, with those selected determined by the specific locality and nature of the site.

The following measures are linked back to the overarching aim and associated objectives and address site-
specific transport issues, with the aim of improving accessibility and offering viable sustainable travel choices.

The measures outlined below are intended to be reviewed and monitored following completion of subsequent
travel surveys.

Measures / Initiatives to Promote Sustainable Transport and Travel

It is essential that the design incorporates good quality, safe and comfortable walking and cycling routes, and
that the layout is ‘permeable’ to those on foot or bicycle.

Travel initiatives used to encourage journeys by non-car modes must be suitable for review and monitoring
and need to be practicable for implementation by those involved.
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Travel Information Board / School Website
A travel information board will be provided within the school staff rooms.
The boards will promote travel by alternative modes of transport and display the following information:

e Details of pedestrian and cycle routes in the local areas;

e Information regarding general pedestrian and cycle safety;

e Information on public transport apps such as Traveline Cymru;

e Local bus and rail service details including relevant maps and timetables;

e Details of car sharing and sign-up sheet; and

e Promotion of national events such as Cycle to Work Day, Bike and Walk to School Week, and Bike Week.

The travel information boards will provide a point of reference for all staff members in respects of the TP and
identify the commitment to the TP. The board will be used for information, relevant travel promotion and
advertising.

This information will additionally be provided on the school website.
Travel Information Pack (TIP)

A Travel Information Pack (TIP) will be produced and provided to all staff to outline the benefits of sustainable
travel i.e. health and the environment and to give staff maximum choice in choosing how to travel.

The TIP will contain information on the alternatives to single-occupancy car use available to staff and include
various information for different modes of travel outlined below.

This Travel Pack will include the following information, with illustrated route maps for the relevant public
transportation information:

e Timetables and route maps for public transport. This should include isochrone maps showing schedules,
journey times and timetable information;

e Cycling and walking maps for the local area and the contact details of local and national cycling
organisations, such as SUSTRANS;

e Details of the car sharing schemes in area;
e Details for any community travel sites and community forum sites.
Walking

To encourage staff, parents and pupils to walk to the site (depending on age), the school will implement the
measures listed in Table 6.1.



6.2.11

6.2.12

6.2.13

6.2.14

6.2.15

6.2.16

Table 6.1: Measures to Encourage Walking

Initiative Examples

Promote and participate in Walk to School Week (annually in May)

national and local walking events National Walking month (annually in May)

Educational/Curriculum Walks Incorporating walks/walking into the curriculum; e.g. nature walks
(biology/science), ecology/landscape walks (geography) and local, on-foot
field trips.

It can be as informal as two families taking turns walking their children to
school, structured as a route with meeting points, a timetable and a
regularly rotated schedule of trained volunteers. Further information can be
found at: https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/stuff-to-do/organise-
a-walking-bus

Organise walking buses with
parents

Evidence shows that people who are physically active in their daily lives are more productive and take less
time off sick. The C3 Collaborating for Health ‘Choosing Health: Making healthy choices easier’ (2012)
document, recognised the health benefits of walking and / or cycling. Active travel as part of a Travel Plan
enables people to enjoy these health benefits as part of their daily routine as well as reducing environmental
impacts and saving money.

Walking advice and local pedestrian routes will be provided within the TIP and on the travel information
board.

Cycling

To encourage staff, parents and pupils (depending on age), the school will implement the measures listed in
Table 6.2.

Table 6.2: Measures to Encourage Cycling

Examples

Bikeability

National Bike Week

Cycle to work Day
Installation of cycle parking

| Initiative
Promote and participate in
national and local cycling events

Cycle Infrastructure

Police bike marking scheme — datatags, ImmobiTags and UV marking
Provision of low cost hi-visibility clothing (tabbards, rucksack covers, trouser
clips etc.)

The TPC would be encouraged to contact local cycle shops to obtain
vouchers to help reduce the cost and encourage take up.

To encourage cycling by making it affordable; save money on the cost of
purchase and spread the cost by way of salary sacrifice.

Cycle Maintenance and
Accessories

Introduce a cycle to work scheme

The full allocation of cycle parking is to be provided from the outset, however, the Travel Plan Co-ordinator
will monitor levels of use of the cycle parking and where necessary, further provision will be identified in the
annual reviews.

Road Safety and Awareness

It is proposed that the school offer various schemes in order to create a good sense of road safety and
awareness amongst all pupils.

Table 6.3 lists proposed initiatives that will be included, where feasible.
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Table 6.3: Measures to Encourage Road Safety and Awareness

Initiative Examples

Be Bright Be Seen Teaching pupils the importance of visibility on the roads.
Personal safety External talks on personal safety from PCSOs/Police, Fire Service, Local Authority
awareness Officers etc.

Public Transport & Private Bus
Public Transport is a viable option for staff travel, with school minibuses and taxis provided for students.

Bus timetable information will be provided within the school and details of the public transport routes to the
site will be included on the website to provide staff, parents and visitors with information on how to access
the site by public transport.

Table 6.4: Measures to Encourage Public Transport Use

IEYE Examples

Promotion of public Details of bus timetables will be available on the travel information noticeboard
transport use and provided in the Travel Information Pack for staff

Minibus provision School minibuses will be provided, and their use encouraged where possible.

The Travel Plan Co-ordinator will be able to give individual advice to staff on the opportunities to undertake
their journeys to the school by public transport.

Car-Sharing

Car sharing is considered to be a valid and appropriate option for staff. As such, the school will actively
encourage car-sharing where possible.

By increasing the number of occupants for any given car trip, the sustainability of that trip can increase above
that of public transport. Potential benefits to be gained from an effective car sharing scheme are considerable.

The TPC will encourage registration on the Liftshare website www.liftshare.com and to increase the options
for employees to car share.

Information would also be provided within the TIP and on notice boards relating to nearby bus stops, the
routes served and timetable of services.


https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/stuff-to-do/organise-a-walking-bus
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/stuff-to-do/organise-a-walking-bus
http://www.liftshare.com/
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7.2.3

TARGETS, MONITORING AND REVIEW

Targets

To be effective a Travel Plan is required to have targets which need to be Specific, Measurable, Achievable,
Realistic and Timebound, i.e. SMART. In the context of the Centre for Learning and Wellbeing, it is important
to recognise the SEMH nature of its pupils. Mode shift will not be possible for many of the school pupils, with
the school already minimising single occupancy trips through the use of school minibuses and coaches.
Therefore, targets will be set for staff.

To be measurable, initial modal split figures have been identified as a starting point. Following initial surveys,
the targets may be adjusted in consultation with RCTCBC.

It is proposed that the Travel Plan will set an initial target with the aim of reducing the number of staff

travelling by car, particularly single occupancy trips, with the aim of improving sustainable travel to the school.

Baseline Travel Data

Baseline data for staff has been established using 2011 Census Method of Travel to Work (WP703EW) data.
The site lies within the boundary of Rhondda Cynon Taf 009 MSOA.

Table 7.1: Rhondda Cynon Taf 009 Method of Travel to Work Modal Split

Method of Travel Rhondda Cynon Taf 009 MSOA (%)

Train 1%
Bus 6%
Driving a car or van 63%
Passenger in a car or van 8%
Bicycle 1%
On foot 22%

The review of the 2011 Census Method of Travel to Work (WP703EW) data for Rhondda Cynon Taf 009 MSOA
shows that travel by car makes up the largest modal split at 63%. Walking (22%) makes up the second largest
modal choice, whilst car sharing (8%) is the third largest modal split within the area.

Provisional Targets

Table 7.2 sets out the indicative provisional target for modal split to encourage a modal shift to sustainable
forms of travel during the first five years of the development. The TP’s primary objective will be to reduce car
driver trips (single occupancy vehicles (SOV) to 55% (8% reduction) within a five-year period, with
corresponding increases in the use of other sustainable modes.

Table 7.2: Provisional Modal Split Adjustment Targets

‘ Method of Travel

Indicative Baseline Target after 5 Years %

Train 1% 1%
Bus 6% 7%
Driving a car or van 63% 55%
Passenger in a car or van 8% 10%
Bicycle 1% 3%
On foot 22% 25%
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The indicative targets show an 8% reduction in total modal share for staff and subsequent increases in other
modes of travel.

Monitoring

The monitoring period will be from the first occupation of the site with biannual surveys for 5 years.
Monitoring will include the issue of bespoke travel surveys for staff.

The biannual surveys will show the trends in travel behaviour and allow for targets to be appropriately refined.
This review process will identify the most effective measures and key motivators influencing people's travel
choices. This will enable the TPC to keep track of the progress that the TP is making against its targets. If
targets have / have not been met, measures and monitoring would need to be reviewed.

The developer will produce a biennial monitoring report to coincide with the travel surveys. The Monitoring
Report will be submitted to RCTCBC for approval and retained for record. The report shall demonstrate to
RCTCBC how the TP has been implemented during the previous years and include:

e Site information;

e Measures introduced and actions taken to promote the travel plan;

e A statistical summary of the modal split of staff disclosed by the monitoring surveys;

e The progress of the travel plan in achieving targets and identifying any amendments; and

e Aplan for future actions to be implemented.

The TPC will be responsible for coordinating the monitoring activities.
Travel Plan Review

On a biennial basis (years three and five), the TPC will undertake a review of the TP. The objective will be to
measure its success and to identify the potential for improvements to the travel initiatives.

Updating the Travel Plan - The TP will be updated following the results of the travel surveys to determine
whether the proposed objectives and targets have been met. Results will be provided to RCTCBC within three
months of the surveys taking place and, if required, revised targets and new measures will be agreed with
RCTCBC.
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ACTION PLAN AND BUDGET

Measure

Management and Coordination
Appoint TPC

Delivery Agent

Developer/site operator

Timescale

3 months prior to occupation of the site

Monitoring Indicator

Hydrock

Nominated TPC to be in position 3 months
prior to occupation

Travel Plan Launch
Promotion and Marketing

TPC

On first commencement of operations

Car Travel
Promotion of Car Sharing

Public Transport

TPC

potential staff and ongoing

Ongoing

Included within travel information packs,
noticeboard information and detailed on
the website

Travel Information Pack TPC On appointment of each staff member Provide evidence of implementation to
RCTCBC within 3 months of operations

Noticeboards Developer/TPC Installation prior to occupation, updates Provide evidence of implementation to Information to be updated in real time.
periodically RCTCBC within 3 months of operations

Travel Information on Website Developer/TPC During initial marketing of the site to - TPC to be responsible for updating the

information on the website.

Provision of Information on Local Stops and TPC Ongoing Included within travel information packs,

Services as well as Relevant Apps and noticeboard information and detailed on

Websites the website

Requesting Discounts from Operators TPC Prior to occupation - TPC to investigate possibility of obtaining

ticket discounts from local operators

Walking
‘ Provision of On-Site Facilities
Promotion of Travel Events
Promotion of Local and National Travel Events

Monitoring and Review

' Developer

TPC

‘ During construction

Post occupation and ongoing

‘ Completion of proposal works

Provision of Secure Cycle Parking Developer During construction Completion of proposed works
Potential Cycle Shop Discounts TPC Prior to occupation

Events promoted via noticeboards and
travel information packs

Baseline Survey TPC Within first 3 months of site operations

Biennial Survey TPC Years 3and 5 Provide monitoring report to RCTCBC
following completion in years 3 and 5

Final Report TPC Year 5 Provide final report to RCTCBC following

monitoring survey in year 5
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Appendix A Site Layout
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Notes

- This drawing is the copyright of Land Studio. It must not be copied or reproduced without written consent.

- This drawing is to be read as part of a full Landscape Drawing Package in conjunction with all the relevant
surveys alongside the Architectural and Engineers drawings

-Only figured dimensions are to be taken from this drawing. Dimensions should not be scaled from this drawing,
as scaling of this drawing cannot be assured.

- All dimensions are to millimetres unless specified otherwise

- All contractors must visit the site and be responsible for taking and checking all dimensions, services and setting
out related to the works shown on this drawing

-All coordinates are set to dimensional points to enable easy cross referencing on site

- All setting out points are to be verified on site and any discrepancies should be clarified by the Landscape
Architect

+Hatching is not a technical representation of surface patterns, contractors are to follow the line of direction
specified on drawings . Where no line of direction is given contractor to contact Landscape Architect before
laying.

All levels should be checked on site and conflicts reported to the design office.

...If in doubt ask
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